
Violence is the problem, not the 
solution. Violence isn't a way to solve 
things. Some teens feel like violence is 
the way to solve things. Well, they're 
wrong. They don't understand that 
violence isn't just hurting the ones they 
intend it to--it's hurting the ones that 
are innocent.

What causes violence? Well, many 
things can cause violence. Teens getting 
abused at home, teens not getting the 
attention they need, school failure. I  
believe teenagers turn to gangs because 
of these issues. All the segregation and 
all the racism make humans hate other 
humans. All the stereotypes people say, 
they say them out of hate and 
ignorance.

I wouldn't be surprised by all the 
violence that has happened in our 
communities. For teenagers, it’s easy to 
get a gun underground. Some people 
help others buy guns from suburban 
stores and sell them illegally to 
criminals who can't buy guns.These 
guys that work in underground 
economies are called straw purchasers. 
But straw purchasers aren't the only 
guys selling guns illegally to criminals. 
The people you lest expect it from --the 
law--also sell guns illegally sometimes.

Some people say that violence in the 
media impacts our behavior and can 

makes us more violent. What I think is 
that we have a choice in our actions. No 
one or nothing can make us do anything 
we don't want to do. 

The people who are committing 
violence don't see how all the violence 
they're causing is affecting us teens. 
Maybe we want to go out one day and 
feel safe, but it’s hard with all the 
violence in the communities. It would 
be nice if we could go out without 
worrying if we're going to die today, or 
constantly worrying if we are going to 
live to the next day.

Violence is killing our communities! 
Violence is killing innocent people! It’s 
hurting people emotionally, and tearing 
up families.

I feel like politicians including the 
president, the governor, and the mayor 
should do something about all the 
violence. Stronger laws on weapons, 
background checking anything--to stop 
this violence! It's not just me who is 
tired of all this violence. The citizens, 
too, feel the same way! As Hillary 
Clinton said, “Dignity does not come 
from avenging insults, especially from 
violence that can never be justified. It 
comes from taking responsibility and 
advancing our common humanity.”
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